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Abstract

In the past few years, a decreasing of students has been the significant
problem in Bachelor of Engineering Programs, particularly in the transfer
programs. This affected institute’s efficiencies in terms of budget plans, course
arrangement, and organization management. Moreover, the reduction of
students may be lead to the closing of some engineering programs in the
future. Therefore, this research aimed to investigate student’s opinions on
factors effecting the decision to study in Bachelor of Engineering Programs
in Mahasarakham province, and to propose suggestions and guidelines for
improving the admission methods. The study focused on students who
obtained High Vocational Certificate. Six investigated factors included
1) Institute elements, 2) Buildings and Location, 3) Products, 4) Prices,
5) Marketing and Promoting, and 6) Related persons. The purposive samples
used were undergraduate students of transfer programs, who enrolled in the
academic year of 2016 (code 59), from Faculty of Engineering, Maha Sarakham
University, and Faculty of Engineering, Rajbhat Maha Sarakham University,
totally 255 persons. Research tool was the questionnaire using Likert five
rating scales. The results and conclusions were following :

1) Eighty nine percent of samples were male. Most students were
from the North East of Thailand. Most of their parents or guardians were
farmers, graduated from primary schools, and earned 10,000 to 20,000 Baht
per month. All students intended to study in engineering program and chose
their current university as the first ranking, and got admission information
from Faculty s websites.

2) The opinions of students from Faculty of Engineering, Mahasarakham
University showed that the most effecting factor on their decisions was

Products, followed by Institute elements, Buildings and Location, Marketing
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and Promoting, Related persons and Prices, respectively. They expressed
that this university can provide good professional skills that match the needs
of enterprises. Besides, they have an opportunity to get License for Profession
Practice.

3) The opinions of students from Faculty of Engineering, Rajbhat Maha
Sarakham University showed that the most effecting factors was Prices,
followed by Buildings and Location, Institute elements, Products, Related
persons and Marketing and Promoting, respectively. The students expressed
that tuition and fees in this university are quite low, and there are a lot of

offered scholarships.

Keyword: 1. Decision Factors, 2. Decision to Study,

3. Bachelor of Engineering Program, 4. Higher Vocational Education
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